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new-born baby in the dispensary, and it was used as the subject
for the first lesson. Dr. Konyus took the subject from the social
point of view. She explained about the birth, what it meant to
the mother, why it was essential to have proper care and
cleanliness in the home, the right food, etc., why the mother
should be helped by the father and the children. She showed
pictures of a malformed baby, and explained how cruelty to the
mother resulting from drunkenness might cause it.
She explained the importance of the father, and how drink
could be harmful.
The new-born baby still showed the navel cord. This gave her
further opportunities of social emphasis to the talks. There were
seven lessons in the series, and the whole process of reproduction
was explained, always from the social point of view, and quite
unemotionally. Wherever possible the social implications were
brought in. Dr. Konyus believed that the experiment was
highly successful, as the children received the scientific informa-
tion before their emotions were involved.
Except by working continually and for a considerable period
in the schools and with the children, it is obviously impossible
to tell whether the problem is so little insistent, so easy of
solution, as Soviet educationists and medical people claim. It is
too early in Soviet life to prove their belief that all sex problems,
except pathological cases, are the result of the social and
economic system. But this can be said: the atmosphere in the
tLS.S.R., whether among children, youths, or adults, with
whom one has come into contact—and my contacts were wide
and various—is very free from sex consciousness. I found no
evidence of that sex obsession which so haunts the intelligentsia
of other countries. The youths and girls to be seen in the parks
never paraded their sex for each other's excitement. This at least
weights the scale in favour of Soviet theories.

